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Questions Frequently Asked About the Achievement Testing Program
Each year, children in Grade 3 write provincial achievement tests in language arts and mathematics. Students
who are registered in French immersion programs write a French form of mathematics in addition to French
Language Arts and English Language Arts. Children in grades 6 and 9 also write achievement tests. In learning
about and being advocates for their children as they prepare to write achievement tests, parents often ask the
following questions about the Achievement Testing Program.

What are the purposes
of the achievement tests?

The purposes of the achievement tests are to determine how well students are
learning what they are expected to learn, to inform Albertans about students’
achievement relative to provincial standards, and to assist schools, school
authorities, and the province in monitoring and improving student learning.

Who is expected to
write the tests?

All students registered in grades 3, 6, and 9 or those in their third, sixth, or
ninth year of schooling are expected to write the tests for their grades.

What tests are
administered and when?

Achievement tests are administered to students registered in Grade 3 as
follows:
Subject

Duration

Month

English Language Arts

Part A: Writing
Part B: Reading

70 min
60 min

May
June

French Language Arts
(immersion students)

Part A: Writing
Part B: Reading

70 min
45 min

May
June

60 min

June

Mathematics/Mathématiques

What do the achievement
tests assess?

Alberta’s achievement tests are aligned with the provincial programs of
study and with authorized learning and teaching resources. No single test
can assess everything. The achievement tests address only those learning
outcomes that can be readily assessed by a paper-and-pencil test. The clearest
picture of students’ growth and development is gained when a wide variety
of assessment information is considered. The achievement tests provide part
of the picture. In addition, classroom teachers use many different assessment
strategies throughout the school year to gain information about what students
are learning.

How are achievement
tests developed?

Classroom teachers from across the province are involved at every stage
of the test development and implementation process, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

writing, revising, and reviewing questions,
administering field tests,
validating test forms,
validating French translations,
validating scoring guides,
confirming standards,
administering the tests, and
marking students’ written responses.
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What are test
accommodations?

Alberta Education provides alternative test formats and/or administration
conditions for students with special test-writing needs in order to allow these
students to do their best. Test accommodations may include Braille or largeprint formats, sign language, use of a reader or scribe, additional writing
time, CD format, and taped responses. With superintendent approval,
students who regularly use aids of this type in the classroom to support their
learning may make use of these accommodations when writing one or more
of their achievement tests.

How can parents help
their children prepare
for the tests?

It is important that children feel relaxed and comfortable when they write
any test, including achievement tests. Children’s feelings about a test are
very much influenced by what adults close to them say about those tests.
Parents can be of most help to their children by encouraging them to relax
and do their best, just as they would when writing any test.

How can teachers
prepare their students
for writing the tests?

Alberta Education discourages test rehearsal and coaching. Achievement
tests are like any other test students would normally write. The best
preparation for students to write the provincial achievement tests is effective
instruction based on the full range of learning outcomes in the Alberta
programs of study.

How are the
achievement tests
marked?

All achievement tests, except the language arts writing tests, are machine
scored. Written-response sections of the language arts tests are marked
centrally, in July, by classroom teachers who have been nominated by
their superintendents. These teachers are trained by and work under the
supervision of Alberta Education staff.
Alberta Education also encourages teachers to mark achievement tests
locally using the answer keys, scoring guides, and exemplars that are
provided to them each year. Locally awarded marks on the language arts
written-response test that are submitted to Alberta Education will be used
as the first reading of a student’s response.  The papers will then be marked
centrally as the second reading.  Both marks contribute to the student’s final
mark. In the case of a discrepancy between the two marks, papers will
receive a third reading, which will determine the final mark that the paper
is awarded. In this way, valid and reliable individual and group results can
be reported. Papers that are not marked locally by teachers will be marked
centrally only once.
Teachers are given answer keys for each multiple-choice achievement
test, and they are expected to mark the grades 6 and 9 tests and report the
preliminary results to parents in June.
Although no single test can provide a comprehensive picture of a student’s
achievement, when used in conjunction with more information gained from
various classroom assessments, preliminary results can assist parents in
more timely and better understanding of their child’s achievement.
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How should
achievement
test results be
communicated
and used?

Each school and school authority receives a detailed report of its results.
A school also receives electronically, through the secure extranet site, two
copies of a student’s Individual Student Profile (ISP).  In late September one
copy of the ISP is to be placed in the student’s permanent file and the other
copy is to be forwarded to the student’s parents or guardians (see samples
on pages 5 and 6).
School staff, in consultation with their school council, should look at the
school report to see what patterns and trends are evident in the results and
to determine how the school’s programs might be improved. The principal,
teachers, parents, and community can look at these results in relation to past
results, along with school and district assessments and other information
about students and programs. They can use this information to provide the
best possible learning opportunities for their students.
Similarly, it is helpful if the school board and the jurisdiction look at the
school authority report to see how district-wide programs can be improved
for students. It is also important for Alberta Education to examine the
provincial results to see whether changes are needed in provincial programs
or policies.
Used in these ways, the test results support continuous improvement in
program planning and in teaching. This, in turn, helps to ensure that as
many students as possible achieve provincial standards.

How should
school councils use
achievement test
results?

In collaboration with the school staff, a school council should review the
achievement test results. Questions such as the following may serve as
a starting point:
•
•
•
•

What are the strengths of our school?
What are the areas requiring growth?
What factors could be contributing to our school’s performance?
What trends in achievement test results can we identify for our school
over the past several years?
• What are our local achievement targets for this year?
• What plans can we develop to address the areas requiring growth and to
help students to do their best?
Alberta Education has distributed an information DVD, PAT Answers for
Parents, to each school. This DVD is meant to be shown to parents and
school councils. The streaming video can also be viewed on the Alberta
Education website at: education.alberta.ca.

Should schools be
ranked according
to their results
on provincial
achievement tests?

Alberta Education does not support comparisons of schools or authorities
based on achievement test scores. Rather, in evaluating a school, people
should consider a variety of factors that are relevant to that school. The
department emphasizes the importance of provincial standards, local
targets, and past performance as the basis for examining the test results and
planning instructional programs.
4
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The shaded regions indicate the range of
scores at the Standard of Excellence
(dark grey region), the Acceptable
Standard (black region), and below the
acceptable standard (light grey region).

The point on each bar graph indicates
the score obtained by the student on the
total test and on each of the two
components of the test.

Explanatory Notes

Student Score

Below Acceptable Standard

Acceptable Standard

Standard of Excellence

Graph Legend

Reading
Max=40

Max=100

37
Total Test *

81

Max=35

Writing

24

*Reading and Writing are weighted equally in the
calculation of the total score.

40
20

100
80
60

English Language Arts

Parent Copy
Parent Copy

Individual
StudentStudent
Profile Profile
Individual

Total Test *
Max=100

85

Reading
Max=30

27

16
Writing
Max=20

French Language Arts

Max=36

Total Test

NA

*Reading and Writing are weighted equally in the
calculation of the total score.

100
80
60
40
20

20
10

50
40
30

Mathématiques Form 002

Grade Grade
3 Achievement
Tests – June
3 Achievement
Tests2010
- June 2010

Methot, Antoine
126254333
0535 Hidden Valley School
3030 Calgary Board of Education

Total Score

Student Name:
Name:
Student
Alberta Student
Student Number:
Number:
Alberta
School of
of Writing:
Writing:
School
School Authority:
Authority:
School

Total Score
Total Score

6

85/100
27/30
16/20

French Language Arts

53-86
17-26
10-16

Standard
51-80
20-32
18-27
NA

Achieved
Excellence
Excellence
Acceptable
NA 3

Acceptable
Excellence
Acceptable

Acceptable

Standard

87-100
27-30
17-20

Excellence
81-100
33-40
28-35
NA

Standard of

Range of Scores Within Each
Standard 1

at 310-0000.

For further explanation of Achievement Test results, contact Ken Marcellus, Director - Achievement Testing Program (e-mail at: Ken.Marcellus@gov.ab.ca),
or Nicole
Lamarre, Director
– French Assessment
at: Nicole.Lamarre@gov.ab.ca), Learner Assessment or call 780-427-0010 or toll free
Learner
Assessment
or call 780-427-0010
or toll free at(e-mail
310-0000.

For further explanation of Achievement Test results, contact Ken Marcellus, Director – Achievement Testing Program (e-mail at: Ken.Marcellus@gov.ab.ca)

education.alberta.ca.
Additional
information regarding the results of your school and school authority, as well as provincial results, are available on our web site at
http://education.alberta.ca/admin/testing.aspx.

Additional information regarding the results of your school and school authority, as well as provincial results, are available on our website at

The table above provides the student’s scores for each subject and for the components of that subject. Also included is the range of scores
that define each standard.
1
These standards reflect provincial expectations.
2
Reading and Writing reporting categories are weighted equally in the calculation of the total score for English Language Arts and French Language Arts.
3
Given that it is the pilot year for Form 2 which reflects the 2007 Program of Studies, provincial standards have not yet been set and, therefore, all
references to student achievement in relation to provincial standards are reported as NA.

Total Test 2
Reading
Writing

81/100
37/40
24/35
32/36

Score

Total Test
Reading
Writing
Mathématiques Form 002 Total Test
2

Component

Student's Results

Parent Copy
Parent Copy

Individual
StudentStudent
Profile Profile
Individual

Grade 3Grade
Achievement
Tests – June
3 Achievement
Tests2010
- June 2010

Methot, Antoine
126254333
0535 Hidden Valley School
3030 Calgary Board of Education

English Language Arts

Subject

Student
Student Name:
Alberta
Number:
Alberta Student
Student Number:
School
of
Writing:
School of Writing:
School
School Authority:
Authority:

Test Descriptions and Sample Questions
The Grade 3 achievement tests are designed to reflect the nature and aims of the learning outcomes
that are prescribed in provincial programs of study, and to assess the achievements of these outcomes.
More information about these provincial programs of study is available in the Curriculum Handbook for
Parents (2010–11), which can be accessed at: education.alberta.ca.  
Descriptions of the Grade 3 achievement tests and sample questions have been included to give you
a first-hand look at what provincial achievement tests are all about.  We have reduced the print size and
changed the layout of the questions to fit the limited space available in this guide.

English Language Arts
Test Description
Part A: Writing consists of one writing assignment developed to be completed in 70 minutes. For the
first 10 of the 70 minutes, students may discuss the picture prompt with classmates in groups of two
to four or may think alone about the prompt. The picture is given to stimulate and direct the students’
writing.
Students will engage in this discussion without teacher participation. During this discussion time,
students may write their ideas on the Planning pages provided. For the next 60 minutes, students are
expected to finish planning, to write, and to revise their stories. Children may be given a short break
during the test, at a time deemed suitable by the classroom teacher. Students may take an additional 30
minutes to complete the test.
Part B: Reading consists of 40 multiple-choice questions. The test has several reading selections from
fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and visual media, with corresponding multiple-choice questions.  Students
record their answers to all questions directly in their test booklets. The test is developed to be completed
in 60 minutes; however, students may have an additional 30 minutes if they need this time. Students are
not allowed to use a dictionary, a thesaurus, or other reference material when writing Part B: Reading.
For more information, view the Grade 3 English Language Arts Subject Bulletin at education.alberta.ca.
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Sample Questions
Part A: Writing
Look carefully at the picture. What do you think is about to happen?
Write a story about what you think happens.

From: The Crooked Apple Tree/1 902283 59 7
By: Eric Houghton, Illustrated by Caroline Gold
Illustrations copyright 1999 by Caroline Gold
Reproduced by permission of: Barefoot Books www.barefootbooks.com
Note: Picture prompts on students’ tests are printed in colour. Examples of actual students’ writing using this picture prompt
can be found at education.alberta.ca/admin/testing/achievement/examples_stand.aspx.

Sample Questions
Part B: Reading
I.

Read the following selection and answer questions 1 to 3.

		

5

10

from Mill Creek Kids

Katelyn wanted to hang pictures on the
wall. Her mom said they couldn’t put nails
in because they were renting this house.
Tape, her mom added, might ruin the paint.
Katelyn noticed a hook in one corner of the
ceiling. Hooks must be different from nails.
It gave her an idea.
She dug in a drawer for the ball of
yarn they’d bought when she was going
to learn to knit. Katelyn had picked the
yarn because it was bright and colourful.
It started with a strong yellow and then
turned into orange, red, brown, red,
orange and back to yellow.

15

20

25

8

Katelyn climbed on her bed and tied
one end of the yarn to the curtain rod. She
walked across the room and wound it
around the bar in her closet. She pulled it
tight. She threaded it through the hook
in the ceiling and around the knobs on
her dresser. Back and forth a couple
times between the curtain and the closet
and she had her web ready.
Katelyn took a little hanger from the
closet and hung it from one strand of the
yarn. She taped her latest horse picture to
it. There, decoration without nails. A few
more hangers, a few more pictures.

30

35

40

II.
		

Katelyn was so busy she didn’t hear her
mother’s footsteps.
The door opened suddenly and
knocked several of the hangers to the
floor.
“Oh my . . . look at this mess. What
have you done? You were supposed to
be cleaning up and look at this!”
Katelyn’s mom grabbed at the yarn
and pulled.
“Oh, no, don’t do that.” Katelyn’s
warning was too late. The curtain rod
came loose and tumbled to the floor.
Her mother’s face turned pink and her
eyes bulged out a little. Katelyn laughed.

Read the following information article and
answer questions 4 to 6.

What Is an Insect?
Insects come in many sizes from very big to very
small. Some insects are born with wings. Some
people think that all insects are “bugs,” but actually,
bugs are only one type of insect. An insect’s body
has three main parts—a head, a thorax, and an
abdomen.

Colleen Heffernan
Heffernan, Colleen. Mill Creek Kids. Edmonton:
Hodgepog Books, 1997. Adapted and reproduced
with permission from Colleen Heffernan.

1.

The word “wound” (line 17) means
{{
{{
{{
{{

2.

4.

5.

To decorate her room
To organize her room
To create a yarn maze
To pick clothes up off the floor

6.

The closet door opened.
Katelyn’s mom laughed.
The curtain rod came loose.
Katelyn tumbled to the floor.

head
thorax
abdomen
exoskeleton

To find more information about insects,
the BEST book to look in is
{{
{{
{{
{{
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eat
breathe
feel holes
protect themselves

The body part that provides the most
protection for an insect’s organs is the
{{
{{
{{
{{

What happened after Katelyn warned
her mom not to pull the yarn?
{{
{{
{{
{{

Spiracles allow insects to
{{
{{
{{
{{

Why did Katelyn tape pictures onto
hangers?
{{
{{
{{
{{

3.

pulled
looped
stacked
tightened

an atlas
a dictionary
a thesaurus
an encyclopedia

French Language Arts
Test Description
Part A: Writing consists of one writing assignment developed to be completed in 70 minutes. It is
comprised of an illustration that provides students a prompt with which to write a story.  For the first 10
of these 70 minutes, students have time to discuss the writing prompt with classmates, in groups of two
to four, or to think alone about the prompt. Students will engage in this discussion without teacher
participation. During this discussion time, students may record their ideas on the planning pages
provided in the test booklet. For the next 10 minutes, students have time to individually record their ideas
on the planning pages. The students then have 50 minutes to complete their assignment. An additional
30 minutes may be taken to complete the test. Students may use print or electronic dictionaries and a
verb guide. They may also refer to a personalized dictionary or a wall of words posted in the classroom
when completing Part A: Writing and may do their writing using a computer.
Part B: Reading consists of 30 multiple-choice questions. This part of the test has several reading
selections from fiction, non-fiction (crafts, recipes, science experiments), poetry, and visual media
(cartoons) with corresponding multiple-choice questions.  Students record their answers to all questions
directly in their test booklet. The test is developed to be completed in 45 minutes; however, students
may have an additional 30 minutes if they need this time. Students are not allowed to use a dictionary,
a thesaurus, or other reference material when writing Part B: Reading. See Appendix for information
on new French spelling.
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Sample Questions
Partie B : Lecture

I. Lis l’histoire suivante et réponds aux questions 1 à 3.
LA VOIX CASSÉE
Hier tu criais.
Aujourd’hui tu te tais1.
Qu’as-tu fait de ta voix?
On ne casse pas sa voix comme on casse
5 un violon. Car la voix est faite de nombreux
instruments tous utiles pour fabriquer du son. Les
poumons donnent de l’air. Sans air, on n’entend
plus la voix. Au fond de la gorge, les cordes
vocales vibrent, changent d’épaisseur, s’éloignent
10 ou se rapprochent pour faire varier la hauteur du
son. Plus les cordes sont minces plus la voix est
aiguë2. La bouche travaille pour produire la parole,
avec la langue, les dents et le palais3. Parfois, à
cause d’un microbe, ou parce qu’on a trop crié, les
15 cordes vocales sont irritées, elles enflent4, elles
ne peuvent plus vibrer : la voix est cassée.
1

tu te tais — tu restes sans parler
aiguë — haute et perçante
3
palais — partie à l’intérieur et au haut de la bouche
4
enflent — gonflent
2

Ruffault, Charlotte. « La voix cassée », Petits ennuis : mots et bobos, Paris, Syros, 1984. Reproduit avec
la permission de Charlotte Ruffault.

1.

Quand tu as la voix cassée,
ta voix est
{{
{{
{{
{{

2.

3.

{{
{{
{{
{{

trop forte
nerveuse
joyeuse à écouter
difficile à entendre

D’où vient l’air nécessaire pour
produire les sons?
{{
{{
{{
{{

D’après le texte, un élève qui a la voix cassée
doit

Des poumons
De la langue
Des dents
Du cœur
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arrêter de parler pendant un certain temps
éviter le froid pendant quelques jours
porter un foulard autour du cou
boire moins de jus de fruits

II. Lis le poème suivant et réponds aux questions 4 à 6.
LES CRAYONS
J’ai beaucoup, beaucoup de crayons
Certains ont une efface en tire-bouchon
Mon plus joli est tout grugé1
Car il y avait un examen et j’étais stressée
5 Quand je rentre le matin
Je les serre dans mes mains
Les crayons ne sont pas complètement réveillés
Alors ils font des fautes dans mon cahier
Il y en a un qui ne sourit pas
FLA3_07 Cork screw eraser
10 Je ne sais pourtant pas ce qu’il a
Peut-être que c’est parce que je l’aiguise trop et qu’il rapetisse2
Donc il est triste, triste, triste
Un crayon sert à écrire des lettres d’amour
Ou encore des monologues3 d’humour
15 Des scènes d’horreur
Des films de peur
J’utilise mon crayon en anglais
Mais beaucoup plus en français
Je l’utilise aussi pour les mathématiques
20 Car on calcule et c’est pratique
Je ne sais pas ce que je ferais sans mon crayon
Je crois que je tournerais en rond
							

Maude Provencher

1
grugé — brisé avec les dents
2
rapetisse — devient plus petit
3

monologues — discours d’une personne qui parle seule

« Les crayons », texte de Maude Provencher
5e année, École Saint-Pie X. Drummondville
Les plus beaux poèmes des enfants du Québec,
L’Hexagone et VLB éditeur, 2002
© 2002 L’Hexagone et VLB éditeur.
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4.

L’auteure du poème fait des fautes
en écrivant parce que ses crayons
{{
{{
{{
{{

5.

sont fâchés
sont stressés
ne sont pas heureux
ne sont pas réveillés

6.
		

Quels vers du poème montrent qu’un
des crayons est malheureux?
{{
{{
{{
{{

Vers 1 à 4
Vers 9 à 12
Vers 13 à 16
Vers 17 à 22

Dans quel vers du poème l’auteure dit-elle
que ses crayons sont des
objets nécessaires?
{{

« J’ai beaucoup, beaucoup de crayons»
(vers 1)

{{

« Les crayons ne sont pas complètement
réveillés » (vers 7)

{{

« Un crayon sert à écrire des lettres 		
d’amour » (vers 13)

{{

« Je ne sais pas ce que je ferais sans 		
mon crayon » (vers 21)

Mathematics/Mathématiques
Test Description
The Grade 3 Mathematics Achievement Test has 40 multiple-choice questions, divided into two sections.
Each section is designed to be completed in 30 minutes. Additional time of up to 30 minutes may be
provided for students to complete the test. Students record their answers to all questions directly in their
test booklets. Test items are created from student outcomes contained within each of the following four
strands of the Grade 3 Mathematics Program of Studies: Number, Patterns and Relations, Shape and
Space, and Statistics and Probability. Students may use manipulative materials when completing the test,
but may not use a calculator. See Appendix for information on new French spelling.
For more information, view the Grade 3 Mathematics Subject Bulletin at education.alberta.ca.
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Sample Questions
1.

Another way to represent the number
59 in words is
{{
{{
{{
{{

2.

4.

Nel jumps ONLY on the even-numbered
spaces of the hopscotch pattern shown below.

		

Twelve plus forty-six
Sixty-eight minus nine
Thirty plus twenty-seven
Eighty-one minus twenty

A Grade 3 class has a large jar containing
870 pennies. Students scoop out 10 pennies
at a time.

		

		
		

After 13 scoops of pennies are taken
from the jar, how many pennies are left?
{{
{{
{{
{{

3.

130
720
740
860

		
		

{{
{{
{{
{{

Which of the following number
representations has the LOWEST value?



351



300 + 40 + 12



3 hundreds + 5 tens + 10 ones

When the numbers on the even-numbered
spaces are added together, the SUM is


4 kg

14

25
30
36
55

5. Matt is using blocks to build the following
shapes.

7.

At the baseball diamond, Ty measures the
sides of home plate.
Home Plate

		 If Matt continues to build the shapes
MA3_0811 Black and grey boxes question

in the pattern above, then what will the
next shape be?
		

The perimeter of home plate is
{{
{{
{{
{{





MA3_0811 Black and grey boxes A

MA3_0811 Black and grey boxes B

8.

		



		

In her notebook, Maya records the number
of pages that she reads about different
topics.



MA3_0811 Black and grey boxes C

6.

150 cm
140 cm
130 cm
100 cm

MA3_0811 Black and grey boxes D

Nell counts backward by 5s, and Raj counts
backward by 2s.
Nell

895

890

870

Raj

898

896

888

Which of the following numbers is in BOTH
counting patterns shown above?
{{
{{
{{
{{

888
890
895
896

15

		

How many pages did Maya read
altogether?
{{
{{
{{
{{

70 pages
80 pages
84 pages
94 pages
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an encyclopedia

breathe

4.

6.

The curtain rod came loose.

3.

exoskeleton

To decorate her room

2.

5.

looped

1.

English Language Arts

Answers to Sample Questions

6.

5.

4.

3.

2.

1.

« Je ne sais pas ce que je ferais sans mon
crayon » (vers 21)

Vers 9 à 12

ne sont pas réveillés

arrêter de parler pendant un certain temps

Des poumons

Difficile à entendre

French Language Arts

30

4.

890

140 cm
84 pages

6.
7.
8

MA3_0811 Black and grey boxes C

351

3.

5.

740

Sixty-eight minus nine

2.

1.

Mathematics

Contacts

If you have additional questions or comments about achievement testing, please
speak with your child’s teacher or school principal, or contact:
Ken Marcellus, Director
Achievement Testing Program
Learner Assessment
Alberta Education  (780) 427-0010

Nicole Lamarre, Director
French Assessment
Learner Assessment
Alberta Education  (780) 427-0010

To be connected toll-free in Alberta, dial 310-0000 and then enter 780-427-0010.
View a complete copy of the Curriculum Handbook for Parents at education.alberta.ca.
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Appendix
New French Spelling
As of January 2008, all French Alberta Education documents have been published in accordance with the
new spelling rules adopted by the Conseil supérieur de la langue française of France in 1990.
These new rules apply to approximately 2,000 words in the French language. Even though these new rules
have been officially approved, they are not mandatory.  During this transition period, which could last many
years, both spellings are admitted. Neither spelling, traditional or new, is wrong. Consequently, no student
who uses either spelling convention, even within a given written assignment, is to be penalized. This holds
true for all school work as well as for all written responses in the provincial French achievement tests and
diploma exams.
The key new rules follow:
1. The elements of compound numbers are all joined by a hyphen.
a. Traditional spelling: deux cent quarante-sept
b. New spelling: deux-cent-quarante-sept
2. The circumflex accent is no longer used on i and u.
a. Traditional spelling: connaître, coûter, août, maîtrise
b. New spelling: connaitre, couter, aout, maitrise
3. The grave accent replaces the acute accent before a syllable having a silent e.
a. Traditional spelling: événement, crémerie, céleri
b. New spelling: évènement, crèmerie, cèleri
4. The hyphen is removed from compound words having a prefix such as entre-, contre- and
in words borrowed from other languages.
a. Traditional spelling: entre-temps, contre-exemple, auto-école, basket-ball
b. New spelling: entretemps, contrexemple, autoécole, basketball
5. The second element of compound words is now pluralized when the word is used in the plural.
a. Traditional spelling: des brise-glace, des cure-dent, des après‑midi
b. New spelling: des brise-glaces, des cure-dents, des après-midis
The following page shows an example taken from past achievement tests in mathematics.
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Grade 3 — Compound numbers

Traditional spelling
24. Marie met des blocs à base dix sur son pupitre.

		 Les blocs à base dix montrés ci‑dessus représentent le nombre
{{

cent quatre‑vingt‑trois

{{

cent quatre‑vingt-treize

{{

deux cent trois

{{

deux cent treize

New spelling
24. Marie met des blocs à base dix sur son pupitre.

		 Les blocs à base dix montrés ci‑dessus représentent le nombre
{{

cent-quatre‑vingt‑trois

{{

cent-quatre‑vingt-treize

{{

deux-cent-trois

{{

deux-cent-treize
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