
WMES Parent Council Meeting Minutes: Wednesday April 24, 2024 

 
 

Meeting called to order at: 7:02 pm 
 
Attendance:  
Principal Sean Latta, Assistant Principal Heather MacDonald, Chair Rachel Green, 
Vice-chair Joseph Steeves, Shauna Fankhauser, Sandra Detmers,  Trustee Carla 
Gimber, Trustee Brad Toone, Judy Benson, Yasmin, Amelia Hatch, Chelsea Petrovic, 
Catherine Chaykowsi and other online attendees.  
 
Approval of the Agenda 

● Add two ASCA resolutions to be voted on (Shauna motions, Judy seconds) 
● Shauna motions to ratify minutes and Judy seconds 

 
Business from last meeting 

● Shauna got in touch with Dr. Chris Mattatall (from Lethbridge) to be a guest 
speaker on child development, a current theme is social media and the effects it 
has on development. Cost would be $250 plus mileage and he would be willing 
for us to record his session for parents to review after the event. Discussion of 
opening it to other surrounding schools. Motion passed to use the parent 
engagement funds from the government to bring Dr. Mattatall to speak, the 
remaining funds to be used to add books he recommends to the parent library.  

● Request for fundraising committee (in attendance at meeting) to advertise the 
session in the paper. The Fundraising committee vote had a majority to approve.  

● Sean Latta asked for the Lighthouse team to have additional time to prepare their 
presentation. The invite for the Student Lighthouse Team will be for the May 
council meeting (May 22). They have some topics to present on and will be ready 
for a Q&A.  

 
Trustee report: 

● Trustees met April 22 - Key messages attached hereto.  
● Livingstone Leaders presentation 
● Occupational Health and Safety Presentation from Laura Stocker 
● Announcement regarding 4 day week and parent feedback - this will be part of 

key messages moving forward as feedback is gathered 
 

 
Principal Report: 

● Swimming is almost wrapped up (Kinder last day tomorrow and grade 6 to go) 



● Grades 4, 5, 6 went to the career fair in Stavely today. It was a great opportunity, 
lots of booths. Only feedback was maybe in a slightly larger venue next time so it 
wasn’t as full/congested, although once the Nanton schools left and went back to 
their schools it wasn’t as crowded as when we first arrived.  

● Field trips are all planned and will be happening.  
○ Kindergarten - Granary Road in June 
○ Grade 1 - Zoo in May 
○ Grade 2 - Fort in Fort MacLeod 
○ Grade 3 - Ukrainian Village 
○ Grade 4 - Frank Slide/Mine 
○ Grade 5 – Heritage Park 
○ Grade 6 - Calgary Zoo 

● Discovery Days again in May  
● Teaching allocations and budget: 

○ Decrease in our teaching staff 2.0 FTE  
○ We are seeing an increase in transient populations and class complexities 

that also make class configuration decisions challenging. There will be 
change, but we aren’t completely certain on what the change will look like 
yet.  

○ Clarification of loss of funding was due to the socioeconomic status of our 
area rising.  

 
New business: 

● Our council has been working on updating bylaws throughout this year. Two 
options for objectives for council: based on the Education Act and based upon 
this and the Admin Procedure 110.  

○ Making a motion to accept the Admin Procedure and the Legislation from 
the Education Act to become the objectives for School Council (Amelia 
motions, Judy seconds) 

● Two resolutions have come from ASCA: 
○ First resolution voted down unanimously 
○ Second resolution voted down unanimously  

● Fundraising committee has paid for field trips and swimming. Parent volunteer 
admission has sometimes been paid for in the past and sometimes not. Can the 
fundraising group pay for the admission of parent volunteers? Yes all agree. 

○ The outdoor classroom may have a staff member willing to lead the 
brainstorming/organization of this endeavor moving forward again. With 
potential class configuration shifts, field trips may change next year as 
well.  



● Fundraising committee does have an anticipated surplus from casino funds 
following swimming and field trips this current and next academic year. Spending 
of those funds will be decided next year.  

■ Fundraising committee and Sean Latta briefly held a discussion regarding 
colour run materials previously ordered (minutes not exhaustive of this 
conversation nor their vote as unrelated to School Council). 

● Can we clarify the relationship between the School Council and the Fundraising 
Groups.  

○ No further events for fundraisers.  
○ Often a year end BBQ both the council and fundraising society work 

together on this event.  
○ Fundraising Committee to discuss internally the partnership with School 

Council 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:03 
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